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THE VIRTUES OF BEACONS IN THE DARKNESS



In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.
All praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds,
Peace and blessings upon His Messenger Muhammad,
Mercy to the Worlds.
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FOREWORD

During the last 10 days of Ramadan in 2013/1434, upon our humble
request, Shaykh al-Hadith Mawlana Yusuf Motala delivered a series of
lectures that were broadcast on the FCPM show on FMO Radio Ramadan.

For three consecutive days, the virtues and commentary of more than
forty Salat ‘ala al-Nabi (Blessings and Greetings upon the Prophet &), taken
from the day-to-day routine of distinguished ‘Friends of Allah’, (who made
it a habit of reciting these on a regular basis), were presented to the
listeners.

These forty Salat ‘ala al-Nabi that were presented during these lectures
entitled: ‘Masabih al-Duja@’ and together with another thirteen, complied by
Shaykh Shiini s, named: ‘Misbah al-Zalam’, have already been translated
into English and duly published. These works have been exceptionally well
received, with approval from all quarters, the world over.

As a result of these lectures of the Shaykh, the virtues and commentary of
these Salat ‘ala al-Nabi have also now been transcribed and rendered into
English. It is an honour to present to the readers this work entitled:
‘The Virtues of Beacons in the Darkness.’

May Allah Almighty grant us the ability to continuously benefit from the
knowledge, spirituality and companionship of the Shaykh. May He grant
the Shaykh blessings in his life and health as well as keep his shadow of
mercy upon the Ummah for a very long time. Amin
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The Qur’ anic verse above provides us with a command
regarding the Leader of Both Worlds juufdfle, saying that
since Allah sends His blessings and mercy upon His beloved
Prophet, you also should continue to send salat (blessings) and
salam (greetings) upon His beloved.

“0 you - those who believe! ..

‘%h—iw ey ifie.p
...do pray to Allah to bless him, and send your salam

to him in abundance.” (33:56)

Everyone is commanded,
il date.

“...do pray to Allah to bless him, and send your salam
to him in abundance.” (33:56)



Following this, the Leader of Both Worlds Zz.&dfie taught us
how we should recite salat and salam by informing us about the
phrases of this prayer. We can either recite these phrases, or
recite the many other forms of salat and salam that Allah’s
pious servants have been inspired to recite. Their virtues were
revealed to them, and subsequently reached the Ummah
(Nation) through them.

Of all the forms and expressions of these salat and salam, the
best is the blessings and greetings of Sayyiduna Ibrahim sz
(wherein there is mention of Sayyidund Ibrahim k), which 1
recited to you in the sermon. The blessings and greetings of
Sayyiduna Ibrahim i are also narrated in the Sunan Hadith
Works with minor variances in wording.

T
The following Salat ‘ala al-Nabi (Blessings and Greetings upon the

Prophet ) is slightly different to the one I recited (in the
sermon):
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That Salat ‘ald al-Nabi in which Sayyiduna Ibrahim »zig is
mentioned and which the Leader of Both Worlds Is. e
informed us about is the best.

However, the Lord Almighty accepts your recitation of all
forms of Salat “ald al-Nabi. Therefore the Salat “ala al-Nabi that
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have been related by both the Companions szgiz as well as by
saints can be recited.

The fact that the Companions #zgiis heard various Salat ‘ala al-
Nabi at different times, which they related, is evidence of the
Leader of Both Worlds’ Ju.fdfle greatness, exaltation and
magnificence. You may continue to create many forms (of Salat
‘ald al-Nabi), but still the right of the Leader of Both Worlds’
Jesekdl eminence cannot be fulfilled. It is through the
different forms of Salat ala al-Nabi, narrated by various
Companions #:gi, that Allah has arranged for the elevation
and honour of the Prophet’s s excellent name.

@
For example, Imam Nawawl & has declared the following Salat
‘ala al-Nabi as the best, in his work entitled al-Adhkar.
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He states: “This Salat ‘ala al-Nabi is the best form of dhikr
(remembrance) and the best of all forms of Salat “ala al-Nabi.”

4
&
After collating many forms of salat and salam in his work al-

Jawhar al-Munazzam, Imam Ibn Hajar & states that the
9



different forms of Salat ‘ala al-Nabi you have heard, which have
been transmitted by the Companions #:gs contain different
forms and expressions. So those forms of the Salat ‘ala al-Nabi,
which are the best, have been put together in the following
Salat “ala al-Nab:
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Imam Ibn Hajar & states that in the above Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, all
the best words have been assembled together.
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Likewise, Shaykh Sha‘rani s has related a Salat ‘ala al-Nabi in
his work entitled Kashf al-Ghummah. He relates that this is a
very pleasant and virtuous Salat ‘ald al-Nabi and he transmits
the wording that the Prophet j5.&4{ie mentioned.

The Prophet Js. il mentioned,
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When you send salah upon me, recite:
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Referring to its special status, Shaykh Sha‘rani s states that
the author of the book al-Shifa’ (Qadi ‘Iyad) has written that
this was transmitted from the Ahl al-Bayt (Family of the Leader
of Both Worldsjzs.&diz), which they always used to hear from
him.

Sayyiduna ‘All zzdizs taught his son Sayyiduna Husayn uzgis
this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, and he in turn imparted it to his son
Shaykh “Ali s.

{7

Another Salat ‘ala al-Nabi has been related on the authority of

Sayyiduna Ruwayfi‘ ibn Thabit zg, regarding which the
Prophet Js.ide said, “My intercession (in the Hereafter) will
become certain upon the one who recites it.” Imam Ibn Kathir
&, who is a prominent muhaddith (hadith scholar), classifies this
small transmission as hasan (good). The Salat ‘ala al-Nabi is as

follows:
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May the Lord Almighty also grant us special closeness to the
Leader of Both Worlds fz.&i{ie in Paradise in the Hereafter.

e
Shaykh Sha‘rani s has narrated certain Salat ‘ala al-Nabi,

whose virtue and effect of reciting is such that they inspire
visions of the Leader of Both Worlds iz,

It is worth noting that Haji Imdad Allah Muhajir Makki s has
stated that many people recite specific prayers, engage in nafl
(supererogatory) salah (prayer), perform Salat al-Hajah (Prayer of
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Need) and supplicate for this purpose. However, he considered
himself unworthy of even contemplating this vision and
burdening the Leader of Both Worlds fz. (.

May the Lord Almighty also grant us intelligence and
understanding in this regard.

Shaykh Sha‘rani & has related that the following Salat ‘ala al-
Nabi is efficacious for attaining a vision of the Leader of Both
Worlds iz iiie:
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Shaykh Sha‘rani s has related another Salat “ala al-Nabi, which
has been mentioned in certain books on the authority
of Sayyiduna Abii Bakr zzgizs, which is as follows:
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Shaykh Sha‘rani s has mentioned another Salat ‘ald al-Nabi in
relation to the intercession (of the Prophet jzs.4i). The most
important need of a human in both worlds will be at that
crucial time. The Salat “ald al-Nabi is as follows:

13
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The Prophet Zs.&dfle has promised that,
GBS I6 s
“My intercession will become certain
upon the one who recites it.”

May Allah Almighty destine the intercession of the Leader of
Both Worlds izl for us.

o)
Similarly there is a Salat ‘ala al-Nabi which a group of people

have narrated from Sayyiduna Abt Sa‘'id al-Khudri zzgizs. The
virtue of this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi has been explained as follows:

This Salat ‘ala al-Nabi has been specifically prescribed for those
poor people who grieve when they see rich people gaining
reward by giving alms, charity and donations. These poor
people will be able to attain more reward than rich people by
reciting this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi:
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Shaykh Sha‘rani & has related another very pleasant Salat ala
al-Nabi from his Shaykh, Shaykh ‘Ali Khawas s. From the fact
that he relates this from his Shaykh, I recall that I printed a
Salat ‘ala al-Nabi in a card format, attributing it to Shaykh
Zakariyya @ (my Shaykh). When 1 sent the card to my brother
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahim s, he wrote back stating that once he
asked Shaykh Zakariyya s which Salat “‘ala al-Nabi he used to
recite. He informed my brother about the Salat ‘ala al-Nabt, and
apparently it was different to the one I had printed. The one
that Shaykh Zakariyya s mentioned to me when I had
enquired is as follows:
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The Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, which Shaykh s was reciting when my
beloved brother asked, was probably different to the one he
recited at the time I asked. The above Salat “ala al-Nabi, which
was published approximately 30-35 years ago, is still in the
possession of certain friends.

1)

The Prophet ;_:)wﬂy states, in relation to the Salat “ala al-Nabi
that Shaykh Sha‘rani s related from his Shaykh, Shaykh ‘Ali
Khawas s, that: “Whoever recites it with these words will become
the closest to me.” The effect of being closest is the ability to see
the Prophet fus.gjle whilst awake, and in dreams whilst
asleep.

Shaykh Sakhawi s related from the author of ‘Qamus’, Shaykh
Majd al-Din Fayrawz Abadi s, who related from Shaykh
Samarqandi s, that whoever recites this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi,

will become the beloved of the people.

Everybody will look at him with affection, and (divine)
acceptance will be established for him.

Likewise, another virtue of this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi is that
whoever recites it,
TN 55 00 Gt 4 P c:; S
will open 70 doors of mercy for themselves.

The following story in connection to its virtue has also been
related. The Prophet Ismawil 3k, belonging to the Children
of Israel, was rejected, harmed and beaten in his attempts to

16



preach and enlighten people. Once, an army was tasked with
drowning Sayyiduna Ismawil 3zt and a small group of forty
people that accompanied him. They were surrounded and
taken close to the shore, where they were besieged and
threatened with being pushed into the water.

Just as Sayyiduna Adam ¥k had supplicated in the name of
the Leader of Both Worlds Jo.fdfie:

“0 my Lord, I have made a mistake by eating from the tree that you
declared forbidden (as indicated in the following verse):

€l GEYS B
‘Do not go near this tree...,” [2:35]

therefore forgive me.”

Sayyiduna Adam »ziE supplicated in the name of the Leader
of Both Worlds Js.&idfle and sought forgiveness in his name.

Likewise, when Sayyiduna Ismawil »zi& found himself
threatened by this hostile section of soldiers, he resorted to
the intercession of the Prophet Js.edle and asked his
colleagues to recite the following Salat “ala al-Nabi:

You recite it too!

It is a short Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, you can recite it every second,
every moment and with each breath. May Allah Almighty
make its recitation easy for us.

17



Those that do not perform their salah do not understand how
those people that perform ‘Isha’ at say 11.30 pm then go home,
can manage to wake up early in the morning at say 4 am, and
walk or even run towards the Masjid for Fajr. These people
consider it to be very difficult, but conversely those who
perform it regularly find it so easy.

Similarly, may Allah Almighty enable us to recite this short
Salat “ala al-Nabi and always have it on our lips.

PR PHITE I R PR
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There are other great virtues and stories related to this Salat
‘ala al-Nabi, which Shaykh Sha‘rani s and other Huffaz
(Scholars of Hadith) have mentioned. May Allah Almighty

enable us to establish the eminent personality of the Leader of
Both Worlds izl in our hearts.

(1)
Sayyiduna Anas ibn Malik izgi related the virtues of another
Salat “ala al-Nabi, explaining that a person who recites it while
standing will be forgiven before sitting down, and a person
who recites it when seated will be forgiven before standing up.
The Salat “ald al-Nabi is as follows:

alasall Jespad e 240
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A saint called Shaykh Suja‘T s mentions the following Salat ‘ala
al-Nabi, which is transmitted in the commentary of Dala’il al-
Khayrat narrated from the Leader of Both Worlds fu.fesiie:

AN

18
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He states that when a person recites this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi,
seventy angels become fatigued due to recording (rewards for
him) for a thousand days. Fatigue is only mentioned
allegorically, because in reality angels are like machines that
don’t ever get tired and bored of anything. They remain
engaged in whatever the Lord Almighty has tasked them to do.
£13)
{137
Similarly, there is another Salat ‘ala al-Nabi narrated from

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas &z that has the same virtues as the
previous one, which is as follows:

Aafstslasadeadl Jonagtag e abl 535

May Allah Almighty forgive us, the entire Muslim Ummah, and
have mercy on the entire humanity.

P /

)

Shaykh Zakariyya = had a lifelong practice which he never
ever failed to perform. Whether he was travelling or at home,

19



he used to recite a particular Salat ‘ala al-Nabi after the ‘Asr
Salah on Fridays. An announcement would be made after ‘Asr
Salah for people to remain seated in order for them to recite
the following Salat ‘ala al-Nabi 80 times, which is related by
Sayyiduna Abl Hurayrah zzgis:
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Each one of Shaykh’s @ spiritual deeds was a regular practice.
He would wake for tahajjud (night prayer) at 3am, perform
lengthy awwabin (nafl prayer after Maghrib Salah) and recite
many parts of the Qur'an in sunnah salah. Throughout his
entire life, he used to complete a (recitation of) Qur'an every 2-3
days. During Ramadan, he would recite more than one Qur’an
daily, which would be recorded in his journal and diary.
During one Ramadan, he completed the (recitation of the) Qur’an
33 times, and during another Ramadan 36 times, and even as

many as 38 Qur’ans in another Ramadan.

During one particular Ramadan, he endeavoured to imitate the
practice of Imam A‘%zam = (Imam Aba Hanifah ) by
completing one Qur'an during the day and another at night. As
a result, he managed to complete 56 Qur'ans during that
Ramadan. May Allah Almighty give us measureless love for the
Holy Qur‘an and grant us steadfastness in regularly and
habitually performing our spiritual practices.

A

{15p
In his work entitled Fadai’il Duriid Sharif, Shaykh Zakariyya s
has collated different forms of Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, together with

their virtues. The same Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, that I have presented
to you above in (14), can be found therein, although Imam

20



Ghazali © has related it with minor variation, in his work
entitled Thya ‘Ulam al-Din.

The Prophet Js.kifie stated:
o2 s Sz < .
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“Whoever recites eighty Salat “ald al-Nabi on Friday,
eighty years of their sins will be forgiven.”

Someone asked,

S E o S 1 03356 s
“0 Messenger of Allah! How does one recite Salat “ald al-Nabi
upon you?”

The Prophet fz.{> mentioned the following Salat “ala al-Nabi
to recite:

@ﬁw\w,q coid oo 1)

Having rec1t1ng it once, one should either close a flnger or
remove a pip in order to keep count. The Prophet Js.&ii has
mentioned that the virtue of reciting this Salat “ala al-Nabi 80
times is that it will be a means of forgiveness for 80 years’ sins.
A deed lasting 5 minutes that wipes out the sins of an entire
lifetime is indeed a great blessing from among the many
blessings granted to the Ummah in honour of the Leader of
Both Worlds iz (e,
16

A saint, most likely by the name of Shaykh Aba al-‘Abbas “Arif
Mursi £, has mentioned this Salat ‘ald al-Nabi with a minor
variance and difference in respect of the quantity to recite. He

21
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states a great virtue of the following Salat “ala al-Nabi: Whoever
recites it 500 times daily will be granted a vision of the Leader
of Both Worlds Ja.&dfle during one’s lifetime whilst awake:

Jes 9 oD el dggshe o186 o o 24l
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Similarly Shaykh Yafi‘T & in his work entitled Bustan al-Fuqara’
has mentioned this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi with a minor variance in
wording and quantity to that of Shaykh Mursi’s @ Salat “ala al-
Nabi. The quantity to recite is 1000 rather than 500. Shaykh
YafiT @ mentions, in his work entitled Bustan al-Fuqard’, a
hadith of the Prophet Js:&dl> in which he mentions that
whoever recites the following Salat ‘ala al-Nabi on Friday 1000
times:

e i Gga Je o 240

Then one benefit is that,
4;) ‘5; f\:l;
they will see their Lord,
pp]
or thelr Prophet
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or their place of abode in Jannah which has been chosen for them.
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In a similar manner, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani s has related
this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi on the authority of Sayyiduna Aba

Hurayrah iz, but with another method of practicing it. He

mentions in his work entitled Gunyat al-Talibin that the
Prophet jz. &g stated:
ettt WA
“Whoever performs two rak‘ats (units of prayer)
on the night of Jumu‘ah,

reciting once the Sirat al-Fatihah (Chapter of the Opening) and
once the Ayat al-Kursi, followed by the Surat al-Ikhlas (Chapter of
Sincerity) 15 times in each rak‘at, then after the completion of
the salah, recites the following Salat “ala al-Nabi 1000 times:

88 i Gga Je o 240

will be able to see me (the Prophet iz iiz).”

He also mentioned,
R AP IV PR - PR T caNR PR
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“Whoever sees me will be granted Paradise and all their
previous and future sins will be forgiven.”

May Allah Almighty grant us a place in Jannat al-Firdaws in the

shade of the Prophet’s iz.&4jie black cloak. May he include us
among his servants at his blessed feet, and blessed slippers.

23



Different saints have mentioned different experiences in
relation to different Salat “ala al-Nabi.

19

The benefit accruing to whoever recites the following Salat ‘ald
al-Nabi 100 times, which has been related on the authority of

Sayyiduna Jabir gz

asps sl Jgsasd ) Jesasd e o 23l
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is that Allah will fulfil 100 of their needs. In relation to the
details of fulfilment of needs, it is related that 30 will be
fulfilled in this world and 70 in the Hereafter. May Allah
Almighty fulfil our entire needs in Both Worlds.

Similarly Shaykh Suja‘l s mentions another short Salat ‘ala al-
Nabi on the authority of Sa‘id ibn ‘Utarid s, saying that:
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for whoever recites it 3 times in the morning and evening
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their sins will be forgiven and their mistakes wiped out.

The first virtue is that their entire sins will be forgiven and the
second is that,

048 (-
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their happiness will be everlasting.
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The Lord Almighty will free them from worry, anxiety,
discomfort and nervousness, and grant them a life of bliss. The
third benefit is that,

55 il
their supplication will be accepted

and they will become a mustajab al-da ‘wat - one whose prayers
are always accepted. The fourth benefit is that,

i et
their desires will be fulfilled

in Both Worlds by the Lord Almighty, and the fifth is that,
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they will be assisted against their enemies.

The Salat ‘ald al-Nabi is as follows:

. 5
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There is a narration of the Leader of the Believers, Sayyiduna

‘Ali ibn Abi Talib izgizs, mentioned in the Kitab al-Shifd’. The

narration mentions that when the Leader of Both Worlds
25



Jeskedfle passed away, the Companions did not know what to
do. What were they to do with his blessed body? Should they
keep it in front of them forever so that they could continue to
see him or should he be shrouded and buried? In response, a

voice from the corner of the room indicated that he should be
bathed and shrouded.

In relation to where he should be buried, Sayyiduna Aba Bakr
24z had heard a narration from the Prophet fs.kdfe during
his lifetime that all the Prophets .. should be buried
where they pass away, except for whom Allah wills, such as
Sayyiduna Yasuf ik who was transferred to his forefathers’
place (and buried there).

The Companions #zgiz; were aided by heavenly voices from the
Lord Almighty. The family of the Prophet .4 began to
wonder how to perform the Salat al-Janazah (Funeral Prayer),
and therefore,

08 o _ o (o0 7%
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they asked Sayyidund Ibn Mas ‘Ud sz8is.
Even though Sayyiduna Ibn Mas ‘d 224 was not a member of
the Prophet’s Js. kil family by lineage, the Prophet s e,
due to his affection towards him, had considered him to be a
member of the family. He was commanded to frequent his

house and to enter it without knocking on the door whenever
he saw that the curtain was lifted.

That is why the family asked Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'Gd zzgis.

However,

26
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he in turn requested them to ask Sayyiduna ‘Al zzgiz.
The reason why Sayyiduna Ibn Mas‘Gid sz could not bring
himself to ask Sayyiduna ‘Al izgiz was his inability to look
Sayyiduna ‘Al x4 in the eye at a time when people had lost

their senses as if it was Doomsday. Therefore, as he did not
have the courage to ask himself,

G 13l o 256

he requested the family to ask Sayyiduna ‘Alf zegiss

what they should do, which they did. In response, Sayyiduna
‘All 224l stated, “Recite the following Salat ‘ala al-Nabi:”
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The family of the Prophet’s s« ksiie recitation of this Salat ‘ald
al-Nabi was equivalent to performing Salat al-Janazah, and this
was, indeed, their Salat al-Janazah for the Prophet s &,

It is to be expected that this transmission is authentic, Allah
willing, since the book entitled Kitab al-Shifa’ is reliable. The
knowledge of the Noble Qur’an will be revealed to us in the
Hereafter. Sayyiduna ‘Ali izdis has made such a beautiful
inference. This is because Sayyiduna ‘Ali zgix has inferred
the words,

E O P PN
“...do pray to Allah to bless him, and send your salam
to him in abundance.” (33:56)

to mean the Salat al-Janazah, and that is why he recited this
verse. The reason for this is that in the Salat al-Janazah there is
no ruki ‘ (bowing), no sajdah (prostration) and no qa ‘dah (sitting);
there is nothing apart from gqiyam (standing). May Allah
Almighty open for us the knowledge of the Qur’an also.

()

Qadi ‘Iyad s in his work entitled Kitab al-Shifa’, and both
Shaykh Jazali s and Shaykh Qastalani @ in the work entitled
Dala’il al-Khayrat have narrated another Salat ‘ald al-Nabi from

Sayyiduna ‘All izdis on the authority of Sayyiduna Salamah
Kindi zeais. I will first recite it, then explain its virtue:
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This Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, which Sayyiduna ‘All zzgix used to teach,
is transmitted on the authority of Sayyiduna Salamah Kindi
#24is. There are many different forms of Salat ‘ald al-Nabi
which confer blessings upon the Leader of Both Worlds
Jesekedfle, but the words related in this are very great. This
transmission has been related by Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah = in
his work entitled al-Musannaf, and Shaykh Sa‘id ibn Mansir &
has also related it. This is a lengthy Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, about a
page long. We should not try to look for shorter versions of
Salat ‘ala al-Nabt, but try to keep our tongues always associated
with (the recitation of) Salat ‘ald al-Nabi.

22p

In a similar vein, there is another Salat ‘ala al-Nabi transmitted
by Sayyidun’ ‘Abd Allah ibn Mas ‘0id zzgiis5, who states:

Jdeilan i 54l b1 G 35 e o

“When you recite Salat ‘ala al-Nabi upon the Messenger of Allah
Js:5e(, then beautify your recitation upon him.”

When you are reciting it, remember that the Salat ‘ala al-Nabt
will be presented with these very words to the Leader of Both
Worlds Jsadedfie.

MARIA T
Therefore recite the Salat ‘ala al-Nabi very well, in a good
manner, style and attitude. Begin reciting by opening the door
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of your heart with utmost pleasure and happiness towards the
Leader of Both Worlds iz.&{e, and

INEER AT

“...then beautify your recitation upon him,”

refers to the wording of the Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, which should be
chosen carefully.

Shaykh Bakri &, in the commentary of Imam Ghazali’s & ode,

has related this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi of Sayyiduna Ibn Mas ‘td =iz
directly from the Prophet Zz.&4fz, which is as follows:
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This Salat ‘ala al-Nabi has been attributed to Sayyiduna Ibn
Mas ‘Ud sz4iz5 because it has been narrated by him.

23%

Likewise Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Umar &z has informed us of the
words of another Salat ‘ald al-Nabi. It seems, by the text of the
transmission, that it was recited in the esteemed presence of
the Prophet is.&4fle by a companion zzgis:

AN
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Similarly, Imam Ghazali & mentioned another Salat ‘ala al-
Nabi in his work entitled Thya’ ‘Ulam al-Din. Shaykh ‘Iraqi &
has provided references for the ahadith contained therein,
including this hadith. The Salat ‘ala al-Nabi which is related by
Sayyiduna Ibn Mas0id %z4is, is as follows:
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Imam Ghazali & in his work entitled Ihya’ al- Ulim has
mentioned a Salat ‘ald al-Nabi for Fridays, saying that if one

makes a regular practice of reciting the following Salat ‘ala al-
Nabi seven times,

1 -

s ol Jomhilis;
then the intercession of the Prophet Jz.&5e
will become necessary for him:
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A Salat ‘ala al-Nabi is transmitted from Shaykh Hasan Basri &
in the book entitled Kitab al-Shifa’ regarding which he states:
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“Whoever wishes to drink from the Consummate Cup of the Fountain
of the Leader of Both Worlds 1z (the Pool of Kawthar), should
recite the following Salat ‘ala al-Nabi:”
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May Allah Almighty make it our destiny (to drink from) the cup
by the blessed hands of the Prophet ..

27%

Shaykh Sakhawi :has mentioned a Salat ‘ald al-Nabi from

AN
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Shaykh Majd al-Din Fayrawz Abadi s, and in the process,
presented the following legal ruling. If a person takes an oath
that they will recite the most superior Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, and
they recite the one that is mentioned below, they will not be in
violation of their vow and oath. The Salat ‘ala al-Nabi is as
follows:

”~ \ -
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The reason for it being the most superior Salat ‘ald al-Nabi, and
that the oath and vow will not be violated, is then explained:
Sayyidatuna Juwayriyyah gz, the Mother of the Believers,
was praying as the Prophet Jiu. (i left early one morning. As
he left, he noticed her performing dhikr (remembrance of Allah),
and when he returned to the chamber before noon, after Mid-
Morning, he saw that she was still engaged in dhikr. The
Prophet is.edfie stated that since he had left, she had
continued to engage in dhikr up till that time.

He informed her of four such great phrases that, if read three
times, and they were to be put on one side of the scale and all
here prayers performed during the preceding hours on the
opposite side, the side containing only these four expressions
would outweigh the other side, tipping the scales.

The Prophet Js.dle mentioned the four phrases, which have
been transmitted by the authors of some of the Sunan works:
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As the above mentioned Salat ‘ala al-Nabi contains these four
phrases, they have made it so great and excellent that the oath
and vow of a person (that they are reciting the most superior Salat
‘ala al-Nabi) will be considered fulfilled.

)

It has been related by Shaykh Yasuf Fasi @, who narrates on
the authority of Shaykh Aba al-Abbas s, that the Salat ‘ala al-
Nabi below contains multiple rewards, in that the one who
recites it once will be rewarded 10 times, and that this will be
multiplied further. The Salat ‘ala al-Nabi is as follows:
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A saint by the name of Shaykh Abt ‘Abd Allah ibn Nu‘'man =

continuously saw the Leader of Both Worlds fz.&4ie; in fact
he saw him 100 times. It is related that on the last occasion

when he saw the Prophet iz &4z, he asked:

Qi SELe s L2 T 03256
“0 Messenger of Allah! Which Salat ‘ala al-Nabi is
best to recite upon you?”

The Leader of Both Worlds Js.ksbfie then taught him the
following Salat ‘ala al-Nabt:

bsicieselis padbeNags yidtysa Lo 24l
alesagosall s 2058 rs 12508 e liayts
et eltasds s
)

The following Salat ‘ala al-Nabi is related by Shaykh Hasan ibn
‘Ali Al-Aswani & in the Commentary of Dal@’il al-Khayrat:
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This is the Salat Tunjina, which some people pronounce as
tunajjind. However, just as it is impermissible to alternate the
fathah (upper vowel point) and kasrah (lower vowel point) in the
words of the adhan (call to prayer), similarly these words should
be recited in the way they have continued to be transmitted in
the narrations.

There is no scope to replace a pronunciation with another,
based on the strength of one’s knowledge, or the knowledge of
the sciences of nahw (syntax) and sarf (etymology). Tunjina
means to provide us with immediate safety, while tunajjina
means to provide gradual relief. What a difference! Now to a
person who is drowning, every second counts, therefore it
should be recited tunjind, so that we may be relieved of every
calamity and affliction immediately.

When Shaykh Zakariyya s visited Britain in 1979, he advised
all his disciples and attendants to inform all those that had
accompanied him to recite this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi 1000 times
daily during their journey without fail.

Shaykh al-Islam Shaykh Husayn Ahmad Madani @ placed
great emphasis on Salat Tunjina. May Allah Almighty make it
easy for us to recite it as well.
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The following two Salat ‘ala al-Nabi which I am about to recite
are attributed to Imam Shafi‘1 a:

The first Salat ‘ala al-Nabi is:
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The second Salat ‘ala al-Nabi is:
oINS s B uaL g Jeabl Lo
> A4z
o3Iy Syee Jats

Shaykh Abu al-‘Abbas & states that after the passing away of

Imam Shafi‘1 s, he was seen in a dream by someone who
asked him:

¢ 3L
“How has Allah dealt with you?”

Imam Shafi‘1 & replied: “He has forgiven me.” He then asked
him the cause and reason for forgiveness, to which Imam
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Shafi‘l s replied: “Due to the five phrases with which I used to

recite Salah upon the Leader of Both Worlds Js.&iie, 1 have
been forgiven.”

May Allah Almighty forgive us due to the blessings of this Salat
‘ald al-Nabi at this time of iftar (time for breaking fast). May He
shower mercy upon the Muslim Nation, may He forgive all
those that have passed away, those that are alive and those
that will come until Doomsday. May He grant us the cup of (the
Pool of Kawthar) from the blessed hands of the Leader of Both
Worlds I,

Imam Shafi'l swas referring to the Salat ‘ald al-Nabi cited
above (no. 31) in the dream.

(As mentioned above) The second Salat ‘ala al-Nabi attributed to
Imam Shafi‘i & is:

O3NS B g g Jeatl Lo
sl Sy Jis

The wording of this second Salat ‘ala al-Nabi has been
transmitted by Imam Muzani &, the student of Imam Shafi‘i
&, in the Imam’s work entitled Kitab al-Risalah.

Imam Rafi'l & relates from Ibrahim Marwazi & that,
according to him, compared to all the Salat ‘ald al-Nabi, this
one is the best. The reason why he considered it to be the best
is that Imam Shafi'1 @ attained pardoning and forgiveness
from the Lord Almighty and (the goodness of) the Hereafter.
What more success can there be than that?

40



A similar account has been related by Shaykh ‘Abd Allah ibn
Hakam s, who stated that he saw Imam Shafi‘is in a dream.
“I asked him,
¢ 3L
How has Allah dealt with you?”

Imam Shafi‘1 & replied that Allah had been merciful towards
him and forgiven him. Just as flowers and money are tossed at
the newlywed (as a sign of honour), he had been honoured in
the same manner. I asked how he had attained that position
and honour. In fact, Imam Shafi'1 & began wondering himself
(in the dream) about the honour he was receiving,

| PO
Jot g Js
someone said to him that he had been given the honour due to

the following Salat ‘ala al-Nabi that he had written in his book
entitled Kitab al-Risalah.

55308 a3 351308555 lastie i el Lo
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Shaykh ‘Abd Allah ibn Hakam g, stated that when he awoke
after seeing this dream, he opened Imam Shafi'Ts s work

entitled Kitab al-Risalah and he found this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi
therein.

Another variance of this story, related by Imam Muzani &, is
that when Imam Shafi‘1 & was asked how he was dealt with,
he responded by saying:
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“I have been forgiven due to the Salat ‘ald al-Nabi I conferred upon

the Prophet jz.&4{ in the Kitab al-Risalah.”

He then informed him about the Salat ‘ala al-Nabi in the dream:
Wi L3 a3 I8 LJéuAiJoJ.a 230
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Imam ShafiT & recited the words of this Salat ala al-Nabi, by
which he was granted salvation (as referred to above). The
author of al-Mawahib al-Ladunniyyah and Imam Sakhawi s in
his work entitled al-Qawl al-Badi* have mentioned these stories.

Imam Ghazali & in his work entitled Ihya’ ‘Ulim al-Din relates
that Shaykh Abu al-Hasan Shafi s saw a similar dream to the
one explained above about Imam Shafi7 4. He relates:
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Shaykh Abu al-Hasan ssaw the Prophet fz.&4je in his dream
and asked,

“O Messenger of Allah! What reward has Imam Shaf T s been given
due to the Salat ‘ala al-Nabi he wrote in his work entitled
Kitab al-Risalah?”

The Leader of Both Worlds Jz.iie replied:
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“His reward from me is that he will not be made
to stand for reckoning.”

The Leader of Both Worlds Jzsk4fie stated that the reward for
the Salat ‘ala al-Nabi is that he will enter Paradise without
reckoning, as a result of the intercession of the Leader of Both
Worlds Josafedfie.

May Allah Almighty also include us among such people
through his intercession.

)

There is a Salat ‘ald al-Nabi attributed to Shaykh Aba al-Hasan
Karkhi s
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After relating this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, Shaykh Abu al-Hasan
Karkhi s relates that it was a regular practice of the great
saint Shaykh Ma‘raf Karkhi & to recite this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi.
Following the way of Shaykh Ma‘raf Karkhi s, Shaykh Aba al-
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Hasan Karkhi & also made it his habit to recite this Salat ‘ala
al-Nabi.

£34)
349

In the gathering of Shaykh Zakariyya s, forty Salat and Salam
would always be recited (which he has compiled in a booklet).
Similarly there is a compilation of Salat and Salam containing
many Salat and Salam compiled by Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani
. The Salat and Salam which the latter has presented at the
end of his work is as follows:
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May Allah Almighty always enable us to be engaged with the
Salat and Salam, which we hear and recite. May we always be
focused on the Leader of Both Worlds dz.&ifie with our
hearts and minds. May the Lord Almighty grant us the same
spiritual benefits that these pious people attained.
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A saint belonging to the regions of the Two Holy Sanctuaries
(of Makkah and Madinah) known as Sayyid Ahmad Dahlan = has
assembled a compilation containing several Salat ‘ald al-Nabi.
He attributes the following Salat ‘ala al-Nabi therein to Shaykh
Shams al-Din Muhammad al-HanafT .
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A saint by the name of Shaykh Sharif Nu‘mani & who was a
companion of Shaykh Shams al-Din Muhammad & relates that
he saw his great grandfather, the Leader of Both Worlds
Jesd(e, in a dream. There was a huge tent in the dream in
which his great grandfather is. kil was present, where the
saints were greeting him one by one. There was also someone
introducing loudly to him the identities of all those that were
meeting him, subsequently they were all seated with the
Leader of Both Worlds fz.&i{ie according to their status.

When Shaykh Shams al-Din Muhammad al- Hanafl & reached
the esteemed presence of the Leader of the Worlds Jz.Esie to
greet him, the latter seated him besides him. He then turned
to Sayyiduna Abui Bakr g and Sayyiduna ‘Umar izl and

indicating towards Shaykh Shams al-Din and his turban, said
that he loved this man immensely,

except for his turban shaped like a rock,
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which he did not like. Sayyiduna Abu Bakr izai got up and
requested:
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“0 Messenger of Allah! Do you permit me to put his turban on for him
properly and teach him to tie it correctly?”

The Messenger of Allah fs.sfie accepted his requested so
Sayyiduna Abli Bakr gz removed the turban from his own
head, put it on Shaykh Shams al-Din’s s head and began to tie
it. When only one span of the turban was left untied on the left

hand side, known in Arabic as i ‘udhbah, and 4# shamlah in

Urdu, Sayyiduna Abi Bakr izgdis left it hanging. As soon as
Shaykh Sharif Nu‘mani # related this saying of the Leader of
the Both Worlds Jz.fsiie:

“I love this man except for his turban tied like a rock,”

Shaykh Shams al-Din began to cry profusely. The Prophet
Jsekdfle in the dream sat him close by, even though he
disliked his turban, then Sayyiduna Abii Bakr zz4izs took off his
own turban and put it on his head. When the Lord Almighty
opens His doors for someone, He bestows upon them abundant
favours and kindness, which is why he cried profusely.

The fact of the matter is that Shaykh Shams al- Din s had not
left the last part of the turban hanging because he was in the
habit of sitting on his mount. Due to the mount galloping
while being ridden, his head and body would move. As he
would be inconvenienced by the loose part of the turban
moving to and fro, he had not left the last part hanging but
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had tied the whole turban like a stone or a rock, which the
Prophet jz.Edie disliked.

It is worth noting that although Shaykh Shams al-Din’s s
clothing, turban and everything else was in accordance to the
sunnah, just because of the method of tying his turban the
Prophet iz.&4dfe disliked it and expressed displeasure.

Our condition is such that everything of ours is contrary to the
sunnah. When Shaykh Zakariyya s came to England the first
time, he regularly used to say a few words in between Maghrib
and ‘Isha’ Salah. However, he was not well enough to say
anything during his second and final visit to England.

One day, during his first visit, he stated the following after
Maghrib Salah: Friends! Two representatives of the King of Iran
reached the Leader of Both Worlds iz.&gfiz. They were both
clean-shaven and their moustaches were long. On seeing this,
the Prophet s.&dfle turned his blessed face away from them
and asked who had commanded them to lengthen their
moustaches and cut their beards. As they used to address Kisra
(Chosroes) as Lord, they said that their Lord had ordained it.”
The Prophet Js.kife stated, “My Lord has ordained me to
lengthen beards and cut moustaches.”

After that Shaykh Zakariyya = stated, “O my beloveds! We will
first face the Leader of Both Worlds s fedfle  in our graves. If we
meet him in the state of not having beards, and he turns his face
from us like he did with them, then what will become of us?”

Just as the Prophet izl turned his face away from the two
representatives due to them cutting their beards, in the dream
he showed dislike for the turban being tied without leaving
the end part hanging. Even though Shaykh Shams al-Din al-
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Hanafi = was pious and very beloved to the Prophet i,
because his turban was tied without keeping the last part of it
hanging, he stated:

AL R ol )

“I love this man except for his turban tied like a rock,”

May Allah Almighty enable us to follow the Leader of Both
Worlds Jz.kdfie in everything, including his clothing, eating
and drinking, sitting and movements, so that he is always
pleased with us.

The turban is the sunnah of the Companions #zdis and the
Prophets szl.¢&, which should definitely be worn. However, it
should be worn in the manner of the wearing of the Leader of
Both Worlds Js.kidfle, as described in the transmissions. May
Allah Almighty make it easy for us to practice the sunnahs of
the Prophet Ju.&4fe, so that our actions are always such that
the Leader of Both Worlds fz.&4fle remains pleased with us.

{6

I will now recite a Salat ‘ala al-Nabi attributed to Shaykh
Matbili, & who is among the saints of Egypt. Just as Shaykh
Sha‘rani @ appears in history, so does Shaykh Ibrahim
Mutbiili 2 to whom this Salat ‘ala al-Nabi is attributed.

Sayyid Ahmad Dahlan s states that this is among his specially
selected Salat ‘ala al-Nabi.
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This blessed initiative of FCPM has begun from your city of
Leicester, which is a very sacred initiative. May Allah Almighty
enter it into every household, and make every Muslim its
communicator.

I have observed in Madinah Munawwarah that whenever two
people meet, they say:

s\t

“Recite Salat ‘ald al-Nabi,”

before commencing their conversation. May Allah Almighty
make our disposition similar.

Just as this initiative (of FCPM) has begun in Leicester, Shaykh
Nir al-Din Shiini & established a wonderful initiative in which
he drew people’s attention to and propagated Salat ‘ala al-Nabi
in the villages of Egypt, as well as Cairo. Gatherings of Salat ‘ala
al-Nabi would also take place in other countries, such as
Yemen, Quds (Palestine), Syria and the Two Holy Sites of
Makkah and Madinah. He established a gathering in the
University of Azhar in which people would sit together and
recite Salat ‘ald al-Nabi. It has even been recorded that during
that time, Shaykh Qastalani s would place the manuscript of
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the Commentary of Bukhari that he was compiling in the
middle of the gathering to attain blessings.

Sayyid Ahmad Badawi s, an Egyptian saint, relates at the age
of 111, that he had observed these gatherings for 80 years. May
Allah Almighty cause this initiative (of FCPM) to continue
forever.

Shaykh Shaini s, who had begun the gatherings of Salat ‘ala al-
Nabi, related that this initiative had begun when he was still
young and his beard had yet not begun to grow. Although he
was a mere shepherd, nevertheless the Lord Almighty granted
him acceptance and took this work from him.

So Shaykh Shiini &, which is an attribution to a place, stated,
“I was a shepherd, but from the very beginning I was attached to
reciting Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, and it would constantly remain on my
tongue. As I left the house to graze the animals, I would be given
bread, which I would share and eat with my young friends. However,
as they sat beside me, I would suggest that we recite Salat ‘ald al-
Nabi. Although at that time we would spend most of our day reciting
Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, there wasn’t any program for this, as I was only a
shepherd who would gather my friends, feed them and recite Salat
‘ala al-Nabi with them.”

He states that due to the blessings of Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, once
someone saw a dream that an announcer declared that the
Messenger of Allah Js.tdfe was with Shaykh Nar al-Din
Shiini @, and whoever would like to see the Prophet iz
should go to Madrasah Sayiifiyya. When the person having the
dream reached the Madrasah Sayifiyya [in his dream], what did
he see? He saw that Sayyiduna Abii Hurayrah zzdiz; was
standing at the door as a gatekeeper, so he greeted him, and
(at another door) there was Sayyiduna Miqdad ibn Aswad sz,
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whom he also greeted. At the third door, he greeted a pious
person whose name he did not know. He stated that when he
went inside, he saw that Shaykh Nar al-Din Shani & was
sitting at the door. He further states that he had come there to
meet the Leader of Both Worlds Jz. &4, as that is what had
been announced. However, he found Shaykh Niar al-Din
Shiini & there instead. He states:

5 o b e las Ll o 0305 0T i 20s5
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“Imet Shaykh (Niir al-Din :), but did not find the Messenger of
Allah Jz.&4e with him. I was bewildered by his face,
so I began to stare at him.

|

Then I saw that the face that I believed to be Shaykh Nur al-Din
Shani’s & was in fact the face of the Prophet is:&i{e, and he was
perspiring from his blessed face (all the way) down to his feet. When I
recognised him, I shook his hands and greeted him; he in return
advised me about some sunnahs. When I awoke, I informed Shaykh
Niir al-Din #, about this, and the fact that his initiative of Salat ‘ald
al-Nabi had been granted acceptance to such an extent that I had
dreamt of the Leader of Both Worlds Jz;.&i{i- in his appearance.”

Shaykh Shiini & mentions that when this dream was related
to him, he stated:
Ty e egsz K2 e o3 .. 5 P
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“By Allah I have never been as elated as this in my entire life!”

He was elated because of these glad tidings, and so he should
have been, due to the fact that this initiative and deed of his
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was accepted in the esteemed presence of the Leader of Both
Worlds o,

May Allah Almighty allow this initiative of yours to flourish in
accordance with the sunnah, and protect it from all calamities
and misfortunes.

After that, Shaykh Shini’s s gatherings of Salat ‘ala al-Nabi
began to take place everywhere including, in the Hijaz, Syria,
Alexandria (as well as other cities) in Egypt, Marrakech (as well as
other cities) in Morocco, and also in the distant African
countries. It is recorded that this gathering of people for Salat
‘ala al-Nabi in honour of the esteemed name of the Leader of
Both Worlds fs.&dfle was unprecedented. Having received so
many glad tidings from the Lord Almighty during his lifetime,
his condition after his death was similar, in that many people
saw him in a good condition, and there were many glad tidings
regarding him. 1 relate one story of his to you:

After Shaykh Niir al-Din’s & passing away, someone saw him
in their dream and asked,

s Mse

“My leader, how are you?”

He replied,
FIPL TP DA
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“They have appointed me as the gatekeeper of Barzakh
(the next world).”

All the deeds that take place on the face of this earth - the
reciter reciting, the doer practising - there is a door that these
deeds go through before they ascend upwards. He stated that
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he had been made its gatekeeper, in the sense that all the files
of deeds that ascend are given to him beforehand, and he then
checks them.

Gl Jas 5 55 51551 S35 65
“I have not seen any deed as bright and glowing as the deeds of
those who attended my gatherings of Salat ‘ald al-Nabi.

No-one’s deeds were as bright as theirs.

In the record of deeds, I am able to see the light of the recitation of
the Surat al-Ikhlds - the Chapter of Sincerity - that has been recited
in order to donate its reward to the Prophet iz 4. I can also see
the length of period people recite Salat upon the Leader of Both
Worlds Jz.kifie. Further I can see the light of the Kalimah Tayyibah:
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‘There is no one worthy of worship except Allah and
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’.

I can see the light of all these three separately.”

The above was a dream - now listen to reality. The one who
saw the dream stated:

Ed P o
s
“How are you?”

He stated that two and a half years after Shaykh Niir al-Din s
had passed away, he saw another astonishing dream in which

53



Shaykh Nir al-Din & said, “O brother! I have become naked and
am not clothed, so cover me!”

He relates: “I awoke due to distress, (wondering) why such a pious
person was complaining and wanting to be clothed. It was the
Majesty of Allah that the next day, it so happended that my son
Muhammad passed away. It was my wish to bury him beside Shakh
Niir al-Din s, which everyone agreed to. When we opened his grave,
we saw that in reality, not a thread of his shroud remained, even
though his entire body had been preserved.” In fact, he stated:

C b33

“I found his body to be unaltered and intact, as though we had just
buried him; however, not a thread of the shroud remained.”

It is related that during Shaykh Nar al-Din’s s illness in his
final days, due to the fact that he was not able to move and
was constantly lying on his bed, he developed bedsores on his
back. As a result, we would apply ointment, cotton wool and
such like onto the bedsores. His body (in the grave) was the
same as when he was alive, with blood and water seeping from
his wounds. I observed his body to be unaltered and intact,
and because he had informed me in the dream the previous
night (that he was naked), we clothed him with a new shroud
and an extra sheet on top of that.

Due to Shaykh Shanf’s s initiative of Salat ‘ala al-Nabi, the
Lord Almighty gave him such an honour that his body
remained unaltered in his grave for a long time. It is related
that he was known as ‘Arif (Pious) Shiini s, and in the final
period of his life, his condition was described as being,
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among those who would accompany the Prophet Jzs.i5{- while

awake, like Shaykh Khawas 2, Shaykh Matbali
and Imam Suyati 5.

These three were pious individuals from Egypt who would see
the Leader of Both Worlds is.ki{ie while awake. Shaykh Nir
al-Din Shiini & was also among those who were able to see the
Leader of Both Worlds Jsuedf. while awake. May Allah
Almighty grant us the closeness to the Prophet Js. ke,

I mentioned earlier that we are not worthy of seeing the
Prophet iz.Edfle in our dreams. It is quite possible that to
wish for this with our sinful limbs and sinful eyes might even
in itself be considered a sin. May Allah Almighty conceal our
sins and enable us to change our lives (for the better). Just like a
shepherd became Shaykh Nir al-Din Shiini s and reached
such a status, it is not inconceivable that by Allah’s divine
Power, He enables us to become worthy of something.

Lpmdl e s s
“And that is not difficult for Allah.” (14:20)

The following 13 Salat and Salam used to be recited in the
gatherings of Shaykh Shiini @ where his disciples
congregated, and also in other gatherings of Salat ‘ala al-Nabi
that he established.

The collection is known as,
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This collection of Salat and Salam has been given the title of
Misbah al-Zalam by the author. We should read it ourselves,
and encourage friends, dearest ones and relatives to do the
same. Many people, such as Brother Yusuf Karolia, Doctor
Umar and others, by the will of Allah have reached the Two
Holy Sanctuaries (of Makkah and Madinah) and are listening to
this radio program live. We request them to recite this Salat
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‘ala al-Nabi if possible, and present it in the service of the
Prophet Jz.&dfle at the Holy Garden (in the Masjid al-Nabi) on
our behalf.

Shaykh Abi al Hasan ‘Ali Miya Nadwi & once wrote a letter to
Shaykh Zakariyya s, when the latter was in Makkah
Mukarramah, requesting for someone to read the following
poem on his behalf in the Mataf (Place of tawaf
[circumambulation] of the Ka ‘bah):

I have come, bankrupt, to your street! Jo f/ b Tﬁ Lﬁ;
’ ! - Lo
For Allah’s sake, show us a part of your beauty! 77, JL? b
Drop it into our basket - open your hand of .
generosity by filling our basket l Q.’," p (20 s
Power to your hand and forearm! What can be —_— i .
said of your giving hand and forearm? L N P2 Vgl

It is hoped that those who have reached there (Masjid al-Nabi)
would recite this Salat and Salam in the holy presence of the
Prophet fu.dfle. May the Lord Almighty send mercy and
blessings upon the tongues of those who present this Salat and
Salam on behalf of us sinners.

It is hoped that those who have reached there (Masjid al-Nabi)
would recite this Salat and Salam in the holy presence of the
Prophet iz.dfle. May the Lord Almighty send mercy and
blessings upon the tongues of those who present this Salat and
Salam on behalf of us sinners.

The following is the preferred Salat and Salam of
Imam Nawawi &
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Similarly, the Salat and Salam which Shaykh Muhammad
Shadhili s presented in the esteemed presence of the Leader
of Both Worlds Jz.&4ii is as follows:
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three times, because when Imam Malik @ used to reach Masjid
al-Nabi and wished to recite a brief greeting, he would recite,

By i2s; I ORI

How wonderful it would be if the Lord Almighty would decree
for us to reach there, so that we too could recite it there and
make us among the fortunate.

We too could acknowledge our sins like Shaykh Ghilani s and
state,

“O Messenger of Allah! I am very sinful; every limb of mine is
contaminated with the ills and impurity of sins.”

Contemplating the ills and impurity of our sins while standing
in the Masjid al-Nabi, opposite the Prophet’s iz.edjle Blessed
Face or the Blessed Feet or the Holy Garden.

May Allah Almighty forgive our sins through the intercession
of the Leader of Both Worlds iz.%4ii. May He enable us to live
our lives such that He purifies and cleanses us, so that when
He takes us to the Leader of Both Worlds 1s.edie, the latter is
not hurt by our bad condition. May the Leader of Both Worlds
Jesedl be pleased with us when we depart from this world;
may he be pleased both in this world and in the Hereafter.

67



How pleased was the Prophet Ju.fsfle with Imam Bukhari s
that he was there to welcome him (after his death)! May Allah
Almighty change our misfortunes into good fortune!

May Almighty Allah make this speech, and listening to it
during these blessed moments, a means for our success in the
Hereafter!

We have the earth, sky, moon, sun, stars, money, fortune,
property, wealth, children, our bodies, our needs in plain view.
In fact, we have belief in the existence of all things that are in
plain view, and we hope and desire to acquire them. We
presume that all these things will remain forever, whereas
none of them will.

The Qur’an states:
€ 508013315 ¢ B335 AN P
“When the sun will be folded up and when the stars will swoop
down...” (81:1-2)

The moon, sun, stars, earth and sky will all be destroyed, and
nothing will remain.

AT ST
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“The day in which this earth will be turned into some other earth,
and the skies as well...”(14:48)

What will remain are the deeds of the human beings, which
Shaykh Shiini s saw rising up. He saw its light, and how much
radiance there was in the Salat ‘ald al-Nabi, Surat al-Ikhlas (the
Chapter of Sincerity) and the Kalimah Tayyibah,

68



B g8 S @ )

a1 3325502 N Ay

Shaykh Abdal Miya once related a dream that he saw while he
was a student at Darul ‘Uloom. He saw a deceased woman who
he knew, and she stated, “We can see your Darul ‘Uloom from up
above.” Shaykh Abdal Miya asked, “You passed away in
Bangladesh, so how do you know our Darul ‘Uloom?” She said, “Just
as you see the moon, sun, stars and sky, and recognise that this is the
moon, this is the sun, this is a certain star, similarly, the people of
heaven can see from above and identify these radiant places on the
earth from where light shines, such as Darul ‘Uloom, Haram Sharif,
Makkah and Quds.”

Some people raise objections regarding dreams, while in
reality, the call to prayer is called five times from the minaret

ALt

‘Allah is the Greatest! Allah is the Greatest!’

throughout the entire world. What is this the result of? This
(the call to prayer) also began through a dream.

Similarly,
5
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“Indeed, Allah has made true to His Messenger
the dream (shown) with truth...” (48:27)

is a verse related to the ‘People of the Tree’. Allah was pleased

with those Companions #z4iz who participated (in the Bay ‘ah

[Pledge of Allegiance] taken) there, and this is also related to a

dream which the Leader of Both Worlds &4l had. He saw

that he was in the state of Ihram (two seamless sheets worn by the
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pilgrim), and based on this dream he left to perform Umrah
with his Thram on.

After the passing away of the Prophet is.sfle, Sayyiduna
Bilal iz was no longer able to live in Madinah Munawwarah.
He was so distressed that he sought permission to leave from
the Leader of the Believers, Sayyiduna Abii Bakr #:4ix, because
he felt that he was no longer able to stay without his beloved
Jesafedfie. Sayyiduna Abii Bakr sz tried to convince him to
stay, informing him that by his adhan the remembrance of the
Prophet J.&4{ would be constantly revived. Sayyiduna Bilal
szl considered Sayyiduna Abu Bakr iz to be his master
and himself as the servant, but in a determined manner, he
stated, “If you freed me for the sake of Allah, then let me go.”

Sayyiduna Abli Bakr gz had purchased and subsequently
freed Sayyiduna Bilal g, because he had witnessed
Sayyiduna Bilal's izdls master and the idolaters of Makkah
oppressing him. So Sayyiduna Bilal xz4i5 reminded him about
that incident, saying that if he had freed him for the sake of
Allah, he should let him go. However if he still considered him
to be a slave, he was ready to stay. Sayyiduna Abui Bakr izgis
understood that Sayyiduna Bilal izgis was in a state, so he let
him leave for Syria where he began to dwell.

One night, Sayyiduna Bilal zz4i saw the Prophet is.&dje in a
dream, in which he said,

FIM L sladlodn L
“Why such disloyalty, O Bilal?”

N Sospol ol
“Isn’t it about time you visited me, O Bilal?”
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There is a quality known as wafa’ (loyalty), which is expected
from the beloved, and to deal with someone in a converse way
is known as jafa’ (disloyalty).

Lol aed gall, s b

So he mounted a conveyance and set off
(to travel) towards Madinah Munawwarah.

This too was done in response to a dream.

Sayyiduna Bilal zzgix paid so much attention to the dream that
as soon as he awoke, extremely fearful and frightened, he
mounted his conveyance and set off for Madinah Munawwarah.
It was, after all, a dream,

ol uas

but he headed for Madinah Munawwarah,

and what he had to do immediately upon reaching there,
according to reports,

s ke il o 1 3 GG

was to go to the grave of the Prophet i 4.

Shaykh Yusuf, who studied for several years at Madinah
University, reminded me that when my dearest brother Shaykh
‘Abd al-Rahim &, used to reach the Blessed Haram, he would go
straight to the Riyad al-Jannah and perform two rak ‘at salah
wherever he could find a place. When he finished, he would
put his hands in his pockets and present the poor people
seated there with gifts, before presenting himself for Salat and
Salam in fulfilment of the command of the following Qur’anic
verse:
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“...then offer somethlng in charity before
your consultation...” (58:11)

The Qur'an gives a command to give in charity prior to
meeting with and talking to the Prophet Js.ie, and that is
what Shaykh Yusuf always observed my dearest brother s
doing without fail (before presenting himself for Salat and Salam to
the Prophet Jsciie).

As soon as Sayyiduna Bilal zz4izs reached Madinah Munawwarah,

s e bl Jo o 5 S

he came to the blessed grave of the Prophet lu.esiiie.

He dismounted from his conveyance and reached the Blessed
Grave,

Ll 5 Loty Jord

and then began to embrace and kiss it.

The condition of the grave was the same as when he had left.
He sat there caressing it, and began embracing the soil of the
Blessed Grave. At times his hands would go down, and at times
his lips would.

Imam Abu Hanifah s mentioned a similar condition of his
teacher, Shaykh Ayyub Sakhtiyani s, who he discreetly
observed from behind when he went to greet the Prophet
Josadedfie, in order to see what he would do. The state and
condition of Shaykh Ayyub Sakhtiyani s as reported by Imam
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Abi Hanifah s was similar to that of Sayyiduna Bilal =gz,
who embraced and kissed the grave of the Prophet Js. k4.

When Sayyiduna Bilal gy completed the salam, the
Companions #zgix and the people of Madinah Munawwarah
came to meet him expressing their desire to hear his adhan,
stating:

Sl el Sh el 3l g J 0355 S () ST

“We (would like to) listen to the adhan that you used to perform for
the Messenger of Allah Jz. %5 in the Mosque.”

So he climbed on to the roof of the Masjid, and stood in the
place that he used to stand. It is related that he stood on the
place where he used to give adhan.

Lol CZ STl sl JB | s

When he proclaimed, “Allah is the Greatest! Allah is the Greatest!”
the entire city of Madinah Munawwarah began to tremble.

With the proclamation of ‘Allah is the Greatest!” the houses,
including their walls, inhabitants, windows and roofs, the soil
of Madinah Munawwarah, and its stones and mountains - the
entire city of Madinah Munawwarah - trembled as everything
was familiar with that sound.

SN IY Ol sl JB s

When he recited, “I testify that there is no-one worthy
of worship except Allah,”
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the hearts began to move. The trembling intensified as he
moved towards the mention of the name of the beloved
Prophet Joedfie.

ala 3l 1YY Ol gl JG |

When he recited (for the second time),
“I testify that there is no-one worthy of worship except Allah,”
the trembling intensified further.

995 e Bl o B dl J gy e OF gl B | s
When he proclaimed:

“I testify that indeed Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,”
the women came out from their dwellings.

Those (women) that were listening to the adhan became
unaware of everything around them. Nobody had ever seen
their faces, but they came out of their dwellings unaware that
they were unveiled, and not covered by their scarves and veils.
What were they thinking?

They believed that even though they had buried the Leader of
Both Worlds jz.&dfie in the grave, he was alive and able to
hear and respond. That is why when they heard the following
part of the adhan,

Al J gay 1 et Ol Al

I testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’,

all the children, women and men who were listening to the
adhan came wandering out of the houses saying,

s ale bl o il U305 &l

the Prophet Jz.&4{ has been raised,
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and come out from his Blessed Grave, and Sayyiduna Bilal
s24iz has come too.

Their thinking and belief was that he was alive, otherwise how
could they have come out like that stating,

s ale bl o il U305 &l
‘The Prophet Jz:&4{ has been raised.”

It is related that,
sl SIS m bl gy s B lll B ESLY 5 USL ST 65, 1

since the passing away of the Messenger of Allah, no day had been
seen like that day in Madinah Munawwarah, where men and women
had cried so profusely.

The condition of Madinah Munawwarah was such that
everything and everyone was crying, and the sound of wailing
was rising up everywhere. That same condition returned once
again, due to the adhan of Sayyiduna Bilal izsis. The greatest
amount of crying and wailing was either when the Prophet
Jesde passed away, or when they heard this adhan of
Sayyiduna Bilal zz4i after a period of time.

Imam Ibn ‘Asakir @ has related this incident in the section of
his work where he recorded Sayyiduna Bilal’s zzgi biography.
It is worth noting that this journey that Sayyiduna Bilal zzgix
undertook was in response to a dream in which there was a
prophetic injunction.

I may have related the incident previously someplace
regarding Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hayy @ who left to meet Shaykh
Musaji Mehtar 2, a saint, in Tadkeshwar, India, as a result of
the guidance he received in a dream from the Leader of Both
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Worlds Js.kde. He was informed by the Prophet fu.fedje
with details on how to reach there.

Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hayy s is among those who has made the
most contributions to the Science of Hadith in recent times,
and it was in response to a dream that such a great hadith
scholar travelled from Lucknow to Tadkeshwar to become his
disciple (to give him the pledge).

As soon as he reached Shaykh Musaji Mehtar s, who was
feeding the bullocks, he greeted him with the greeting of,

ke -l

“Peace be upon you.”

Neither the guest nor the host had seen each other before in
their lives, but Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hayy s recognised him by the
appearance he was shown in the dream and he greeted him

with the greeting of,
vg:l& rM‘

“Peace be upon you.”

The host had not seen the dream, but with eyes that had the
ability to perceive (similar to a scan), he saw everything. That is
why, after replying with the greeting of,

el (Sl 5

“And upon you be peace,”

he enquired, “So you have come as a result of the dream?” He
knew who he was, why and for which purpose he had come,
that he had seen a dream, and he knew what he had seen (in
the dream).
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All these are matters pertaining to dreams, which become
reality as in the case of Sayyiduna Bilal &g and in the visit
of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hayy s to Shaykh Musaji Mehtar @. You
will find many examples of dreams becoming reality, and if
they were to be compiled, it could become a book.

There is a Companion by the name of Sayyiduna Talhah ibn
Bara’ izidiz and another Companion called Sayylduna Talhah
ibn ‘Ubayd Allah :zg5, who were both extremely beloved to
and cherished by the Leader of Both Worlds Ju.kdfle. The
Leader of Both Worlds Ju.kd- was pleased with Sayyiduna
Talhah ibn Bara’ #zgdis; he was cherished, valued by and
beloved to him. May our lives become likewise.

Shaykh In‘amul Hasan & once saw me at the dining area on
the spread peeling grapes and feeding them to Shaykh
Zakariyya s . He would eat at times, but as I was peeling the
grapes, he would ask me to eat too. As I insisted on him eating,
he would elbow me. Shaykh In‘amul Hasan s, seated and
leaning against the wall, was observing this spectacle for a
long while eating pan (betel leaf). When Shaykh Zakariyya s
had finished and 1 stood up, Shaykh In‘amul Hasan s
indicated to me with his neck (to approach him), as he would
not indicate with his hands. When I got there, he asked why
Shaykh Zakariyya « loved me so much, to which I responded,
“You need to ask him!”

It is related about the love of the Leader of Both Worlds
Jusafediie for Sayyiduna Talhah ibn Bara’ w4t that,

ade Loyl
when the Messenger of Allah performed his

Salat al-Janazah (Prayer for the Deceased) after he passed away,
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He supplicated for him with the following prayer:

0 Allah! Meet Talhah :245 in the condition,

that You are pleased with him and he is pleased with You!

When we are presented before Allah, may He be pleased with
us and we are pleased with Him.

The reason for this love was because he became pleased with
Sayyiduna Talhah x4 from the very first day he entered
Madinah Munawwarah after his migration. People were
greeting him from all sides, and they were all insisting on
becoming his hosts. Children, women, men, the middle aged
and the old were all devoted to him, and there were lengthy
queues around him on both sides. While the conveyance of
the Prophet Is.E4fle was moving, a child (Sayyiduna Talhah
ibn Bar@’ izgis) reached its stirrups. He was a child, but he
possessed so much wisdom! May Allah grant us such wisdom.
It is related that he was not satisfied by seeing and reaching
the conveyance of the Prophet Js. i,

B J g 2 Gl

so he attached himself to the Messenger of Allah Jz.4it,

touching the blessed conveyance and touching, caressing as
well as kissing the blessed feet of the Prophet i i that
were dangling from the blessed conveyance. Even though he
was a child, he stated:

Lol & el D6 il J g )b ol | 550

“0 Messenger of Allah! Command me whatever
you wish - I will not disobey you!”
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The Messenger of Allah Jzs&4{ie was pleased and happy
with Talhah %23z and admired him,

due to his actions and offer to help.

Similarly, the Prophet is.&d{e was so pleased with Sayyiduna
Talhah ibn ‘Ubayd Allah al-Taymi izgi; that he stated:

ol Il (5 Va5 e ey gt I Ol o e
“Whoever wishes to see a walking martyr should look at Talhah.”

I am not presenting a detailed account of these individuals,
rather I am trying to illustrate that a dream should not only be
considered just a dream and imagination.

Sayyiduna Talhah izgis was struck by an arrow during the
Expedition of Jamal, when Sayyiduna ‘All #zgis was with him.
The name of the perpetrator in the transmissions has been
related as Marwan ibn Hakam. The arrow had penetrated his
knee to such an extent that blood began to flow. When people
put something on it with pressure, the flow of blood would
lessen,

JlsosS 51505
but when they left it, it would continue to flow.
Sayyiduna Talhah zzgiz5 forbade them from trying to prevent
the bloodflow as there was no need.
&\MJTW)A\;Ua)ﬁJ

“Leave the wound, as it is an arrow which Allah has sent;
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the arrow has come for my martyrdom.” 1t is related that his
passing away was due to that wound, and he was buried at the
bank of a river called Shati’ al-Kala’, which was given its name
due to the fodder for animals that used to grow there.

A while after his burial, a relative of his saw him in his dream,
complaining. He stated thrice:

Wil oo o2 5 VI

“Will you not save me from this water,

otherwise I will drown in it? Save me!” The dream proved to be
true, because when the grave was opened, water had
penetrated the grave. However, even though a long time had
passed, no change had appeared on his body; it remained as it
had been at the time of burial with the wound of martyrdom
still evident. The people then purchased a house from the
villagers for 10,000 dirhams, and after moving Sayyiduna
Talhah #2gis, they buried him therein.

This was also done in response to a dream. Had Sayyiduna
Talhah’s x4 relatives thought that this was only a dream,
they would have been deprived of carrying out this service
and seeing the miracle of the preservation of the body of
Sayyiduna Talhah 2.

A Companion, Sayyiduna Suday ibn ‘Ajlan gy, relates the
following story of his, saying:

255 N s ade bl o bl d gy 22

“The Messenger of Allah Jcs: %5 sent me
to my people (to call them to Islam).”
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During their period of disbelief and idolatry, they used to
consume all sorts of unlawful things; they were unable to
distinguish unlawful deceased things, prohibited animals and
forbidden things.

He relates that when he reached there, he was extremely
hungry. Due to constant walking during the journey, his
condition had deteriorated and he had become extremely
weak due to hunger.

When he arrived, the people of the village:
eI O5SL on s

were consuming blood,

O Allah! They had probably slaughtered some animal and
collected its blood, and they invited him, stating,

“Come here! Eat what we are eating with us.”

He responded by telling them that he had come to stop them
from doing such things, to refrain from all unlawful things,
idol worshipping, consuming the dead (animals) and
consuming dirty and filthy things.

Initially, they had pity for him, which is why they invited him
to eat with them. However, when they saw that he refused,
they were astounded. (He stated)

(AR 0 (933 S iS5 155 el

“They mocked me, belied me and turned me away from them.”
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It is related that in his state of hunger, thirst and extreme
fatigue from the journey, he was unable to travel further, but
rather he fell over and when they saw this sorry state of his
they left him. Sayyiduna Suday sz relates that as his eyes
closed, he fell asleep and saw a dream in which someone
presented milk to him.

Currently, Ramadan takes place in extreme heat; colleagues
from Madinah Tayyibah were also informing me on the
telephone about 10 days ago that it is extremely hot there,
approximately 40 degrees centigrade. During our stay once in
extreme heat (in Madinah Munawwarah), 1 stayed at the
residence of Habib Allah Dehlawi accompanied by Sifi Tahir and
Hafiz Hanif from Scotland. When leaving for ‘Asr Salah, we
would soak the towelling ihram cloth in water and pour water
on ourselves from head to toe. By the time we reached Masjid
al-Nabi, which was at 3-5 minutes distance, the towelling ihram
cloth would have dried up. As ‘Asr Salah took place at the

beginning time of J! jz. (when the shadow of any vertical object

is equal to its length), leaving between ‘Asr and Maghrib Salah a
period of two and a half to three hours, I would recite a few
parts of the Qur’an to Shaykh Magsud or someone else and then
lie down.

One day, I fell asleep and felt that I had drunk something in a
dream; when I awoke all my fatigue, weakness and thirst had
gone away.

Likewise Sayyiduna Suday izl states that milk was presented
to him in a dream, which he drank to his fill, through which
his thirst was quenched and his hunger vanished. In fact, he

mentioned, “I drank so much that
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my stomach expanded.”

It is related that when he first reached (his destination),
fatigued from the journey, his stomach (was so shrunken that
it) was attached to his back, but now he became fine and
healthy. People now saw him in this condition, sitting up
properly, with his appearance and body changed, and they saw
that his stomach was fine, not attached to his back, like before.

They began to call out loudly, requesting people to go and visit
the same person they had just seen and deserted. It was
announced,

PRITNS

“Go to him and give him what he is asking for.”

They went to him with the food and drink that they had, such
as dates and water and so on, saying, “We are offering this to you
because you are a traveller.” However, he stated,

Sl Y

“I am not in need of consuming anything,

Sl 5 ool i1 O

for indeed Allah has fed me and provided me drink!

Can’t you see my condition?” It is related that he then moved his
hands and feet, showed them his stomach and related to them
his dream in which Allah gave him a bowl. Being a servant of
the Leader of Both Worlds Jzs.idie, he was given a bowl from
the Fountain of Kawthar.
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Each one of them, including their last person,
accepted Islam immediately reciting:

A1 J gy 13azz O ags) 5 bl 1Y O ags!

“I testify that there is no-one worthy of worship except Allah, and I
testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.”

This was also a dream, but the milk that he drank had such a
great impact, for by seeing him healthy, the entire community
became well. They were cleansed from their illness of disbelief
and idolatry, and so this dream turned into reality.

Friends! You will find many such stories, among which is
another story of Sayyiduna Talhah ibn Ubayd Allah zzgis.

During the time of the Leader of Both Worldsis.&ie, there
was a jungle near Madinah Munawwarah called al-Ghabah. The
pulpit of the Prophet iz.&4fl> was made from wood that was
cut from its trees. Sayyiduna Talhah 255 related that he went
one day to some land that he owned in the jungle, and by the
time he returned, night had set in. As he was lying beside the
grave of Sayyiduna ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn Haram zzgis, he
relates:

PURUCR FOPIUM PR - JCIPOUN:

“I could hear recitation of the Qur’an from the grave, the like of
which I had never heard before.”

When he returned, he related this to the Leader of Both
Worldsis.4iie. The Prophet is.fsiie stated that the reading
and recitation he had heard was that of the person in the
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grave, Sayyiduna ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn Haram zzgis, who
was reciting himself, saying,

Al i3

“That was ‘Abd Allah.”

He went on to say,

“Do you not know that Allah Almighty has
lifted their souls from this world?”

There are lanterns of ruby and emerald in which souls are
placed; Allah has hung them like chandeliers in the middle of
Paradise. When Allah permits these souls to travel, they
journey into the heavens, mingling with the heavenly host and
go wherever they are permitted to travel. They sometimes
come to the world in the dreams of their relatives and loved
ones when they are permitted to do so, and then return back
to their place.

When the maternal aunt of Shaykh ‘Attaf ibn Khalid @
attended the grave of Sayyiduna Hamzah izl and greeted
him, she heard the response of,

Pl S

“And upon you be peace.”
Likewise when Sayyidatuna Fatimah Makhziimiyyah cegis

greeted Sayyiduna Hamzah iz, she too heard his response
of greeting.
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It is related that when Shaykh Mahmud Kurdi s greeted
Sayyiduna Hamzah g (at his grave), he not only responded
to his greeting by stating,

ASLsﬁjdi)‘;\.?)er‘r_{?Lﬁj

“And upon you be peace, Allah’s mercy and blessings”

but the latter also informed the former that he would have a
son, whom he should name Hamzah.

It is related in the ahadith that when the deceased are greeted,
they respond - that should be a basic belief and faith of ours.
Let it not be that in this present free world, we lose our faith
and creed. If we omit one thing after another, we don’t know
where that could lead us to.

Someone heard the voice of Sayyiduna Talhah g from the
grave, just like Shaykh Mahmud Kurdi & heard a response to
his greeting; he was given the name of his son by the servant
and uncle of the Prophet s kdfie, ie. Sayyiduna Hamzah szgizs!
The latter must have been informed by the Lord Almighty that
this man would be blessed with a son, and that is why he gave
him the glad tidings and a name (for his son).

Even more can be obtained from the grave, as was the case
with Sayyiduna Qutham ibn ‘Abbas &zgis,
1l Ol
Glory be to Allah!
I believe that I delivered a lecture once in Nuneaton, or during

the completion of Bukhari Sharif somewhere, regarding those
people that resembled the Prophet iz.fd{ie. Sayyidatuna
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Fatimah gegizs resembled the Prophet is.E4fi-in every way, as
did Sayyiduna Hasan and Sayyiduna Husayn &zgiz who looked
exactly like him, as well as other people whose names 1
enumerated. Then I went through the succession of hadith
scholars explaining how this resemblance was transferred
through the generations; I covered all this during that lecture.

Similarly Sayyiduna Qutham ibn ‘Abbas &zl resembled the

Leader of Both Worlds iz closely. Research suggests that
the reason behind his close resemblance is,

that he was the last person in contact with
the Messenger of Allah Jz. k4.

In other words, when the Prophet jz.&dfe left this world for
the next world, the last person to have contact with the
Prophet is.&d> and leave him was Sayyiduna Qutham ibn
‘Abbas &zgiz. He was among those that had the honour of
descending into the blessed grave of the Prophet i,

s ke dil Lo o8 a5 e FTOIS A
and he was the last person to leave the
blessed grave of the Prophet Iz

NWEPHER I WP NP E PRCIPC LY
s e il o Sl 4ty 01D

Sayyiduna Qutham iz&iz; was the closest in resemblance to the

Prophet iz, and that was the reason behind his resemblance.

May Allah Almighty enable us to imitate the Prophet fz.fedje
in his eating, drinking, worship, transactions - in fact, in
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everything - and to follow his sunnah. May we be fond of his
clothing, lifestyle, his starvation and hunger, his continuous
fasts, as well as his standing and being upright in salah. During
the last few days, I mentioned to those performing i tikaf
(spiritual retreat) that the Prophet s il used to perform
such long salah (prayers) in the presence of the Lord that,

oladd sy 5 o>

his feet would become swollen.

I mentioned, in relation to Shaykh Zakariyya s, that during
the partition of 1947 when the Muslims of India were in
turmoil, the only thing Shaykh Zakariyya s did throughout
every night was between ‘Isha’ and Fajr Salah, was to stand and
cry in nafl Salah. His student mentioned that during these
times, Shaykh’s s feet would become swollen, blistered and
like pillars. May Allah make it easy for us to stand in nafl Salah
in a similar manner.

asnos dl Jo5 a2 Wi G s 2 e s Jos
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